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As we begin a new school year in June new 
challenges face us at Shepherds Arms. Each 
child attending school faces the joys and 
struggles of a new class and new teachers. 
The older children attending high school will 
start at a new school that closer to the 
orphanage so less travelling is involved and a 
stronger community commitment can be 
developed with the school by us. The positive 
side of this is the children will make friends in 
the local community and have less travelling 
everyday. Proudly they will be able to wear 
their new uniforms supplied so generously by 
our friends in Australia, Jason and Leanne and 
Dale and Risza. Great effort guys, you came 
through at the perfect time for all the school 
supplies and clothing, etc.  We are so grateful 
for your timely help and the sacrifice you have 
made.  Sadly some of the older children who 
would have  been attending university this year 
couldn't enrol as support didn't come through 
for them. Over the years we have faced many 
disappointments of commitments being made 
to help an individual and it not coming to pass. 
We do understand there are many reasons for 
this and trust that something good will always 
come out of the disappointment the child faces. 
Even the best planning in this type of work can 
be affected by commitments not being 
honoured. and my heart goes out to those 4 
children who wanted so much to start their 
university study this June and will need to wait. 
As in any organisation, growth brings change 
and challenges. This month we are faced with 
probably our greatest challenge this far when 
we received a demand of policy changes to all 
orphanages given by the UN and DSWD of the 
Philippines. I will keep you updated on 

progress over this as we face each demand, 
and would ask for your prayer as we move to a 
new level of required operation. I often believe 
bureaucracy overtakes rational thinking and 
decision-making and can become a stumbling 
block particularly to voluntary organisations. 
Watch this space....  On a brighter note I 
received a lovely email from the mother of a 5 
year old girl who Shepherds Arms has 
sponsored from the age of one, who lives in 
Cebu City. It reads...I can’t believe my daughter 
is going to school. I tried my best but couldn't 
provide for her well enough to allow this to 
happen. Without the help of S/Arms I couldn't 
have enrolled her. Thank you for her uniforms 
and shoes. She is so proud to have them. 
Please thank the two elderly Ladies who 
sponsor her, I'm forever in their debt...  When I 
read this it reminds me of how we can easily 
take education and our right to have it for 
granted. For this mother the cost of books, 
uniforms, school travel and necessities meant 
she couldn't give what was her child's right. 
Without people like yourselves we couldn't help 
the many children both at the orphanage and 
on the streets who are in need. Thanks for 
helping to carry the vision and for the sacrifice 
you have made. 
Martin 
  
Sponsorship 
New sponsors are one of our greatest needs 
Please consider sponsoring a child if you have 
not already or maybe there is someone you 
know who would help in this way.  Sponsorship 
of a child is $40 per month. 
email info.shepherdsarms@gmail.com if this is 
something you can become involved in. 
 
The recent rulings of the UN and Philippines 
DSW now mean significant wage costs for 
Carers and Social Workers in orphanages have 
to be found. For Shepherd’s Arms this means 
an increased salary bill per year of close to 
$NZ20,000.00.  Are you in a position to help us 
meet this extra requirement, or do you work for 
a company who would give to a need like this?  
Please pray that this additional financial burden 
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would be lifted and these extra funding 
demands would be met. 
 
Prayer Needs 
� The children as they start a new school 

year 

� Good Health 

� New colour printer  

� Christian Social worker  

� Finance to meet salary increases 

� Cris and Marci – health and blessing 

� Fire Extinguisher 

� Renewal of license to the DSWD 

(Department of Social Welfare and 

Development) 

� Finishing of the building 

� Sponsorships for children 

Supporting & Raising Funds For 
Shepherd’s Arms 
…..The continuing story 
Last month we told you about Dale and Risza’s 
plans to hold a fundraising celebration with her 
medical colleagues for Risza’s birthday. 
 
Risza shares … Praise the Lord! The 30 hours 
of cooking and few hours of serving was huge, 
We were blessed with wonderful success with 
our fundraising dinner for the orphanage. 
Although Dale was very sick, I was blessed 
with friends who came and helped! God is 
good. Ok, I made almost $ AUD1,000 - around 
40,000 pesos!!!!  So thank you for your prayers! 
It's one of my most memorable birthdays….. 

   

 

  
 

Cris and Marcy Share 
1. End of the Summer vacation 
The children’s two months summer vacation 
has now ended.  They have started the next 
school year.  All the children have been to 
school to help with a cleanup before the 
classes start.  All the children have enjoyed 
helping with this. 
Before school opened we went to the beach to 
swim and have fellowship with children from 
other children’s homes.  Over the vacation we 
help to mould the children physically, spiritually 
and socially. We all enjoyed the swimming in 
heat, eating our lunch and burying half our 

bodies in the sand, which is what you see 
Cassie and Maria Rose doing. 

     

 

2. Start of the new school year  
June 4 was the opening day of school.  All the 
children were very excited about going to 
school.  They woke up early in the morning, 
some of them preparing breakfast and the 
others cleaning up, while the small children had 
a bath. They were very happy because they  all 
had new school supplies, new shoes, sandals, 
t-shirts, shorts, skirts for the girls, socks, and 
bags. We are very thankful to God for giving us 
the sponsors to meet the children’s school 
needs. 

  

 

3. The Piggery  
One sow gave birth last month and we have 11 
healthy piglets. 

    

 

4. House parent seminar 
Mercy and one of our workers Jeaneth 
attended a 3-days seminar conducted by the 
DSWD. It was very interesting and challenging. 
It focussed on parenting, taking good care of 
the children, and treating them as our true 
children. 

   

  

 
 
 
 
Editor’s note – You can enlarge the photos in 
this newsletter if you click on them and drag on 
corner outwards.  By doing this you will enjoy 
much more detail in each photo. 
 


